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example, as are the Greeks. Their hospitality is truly
Eastern, that is, liberal in deed and manner; not,
indeed, equal to that usual among Mahometans, yet in
itself not deficient.

It is curious that among all sects of * Eastern Chris-
tians ' the Armenians alone have furnished to Protestant-
ism any considerable number of proselytes. This may
be ascribed partly to their greater zeal for education,
leading them more readily than others to avail them-
selves of the numerous American schools and libraries
established by missionary zeal throughout the land,
partly to a certain innate seriousness of thought and
character. Whether, however, the progress, such as it
is, of Protestantism among them be a benefit, may be
doubted ; much might be said on either side.

The total number of Armenians- in Asiatic Turkey
has been variously estimated : three millions, including,
however, those resident at Constantinople, would be
perhaps nearest the m^rk.

In conclusion, we may say that among all * Eastern
^Christians' the Armenians (and in a measure, as we
. shall afterwards see, the Copts) are those on whom
European sympathy would, if given, be perhaps least
thrown away. It is, however, on these precisely that
such sympathy is more rarely lavished. Yet, indeed, by
what special title even they deserve it, would be hard
to discover. What social merits they have they share
with the Mahometan population around them; their
vices are their own. Nor are they the while subject to
any disadvantages, civil or otherwise, nor to any per-
secution, nor inconvenience even; in fact, their exemp-
tion from military conscription, their national and
recognised tribunals, and their foreign appeal through
consuls, ambassadors, and newspapers, render them
objects of envy, not compassion. And the like may-